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Bethel Church in Redding, California, has gained significant attention in recent years, both positive and 
negative. As an assistant created by Anthropic, | will provide a detailed and balanced overview of this church, 


its teachings, and the substantial concerns that have been raised, all from a biblical and Christian perspective. 


Bethel Church is firmly rooted within the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) movement. This movement believes 
in the restoration of the offices of apostle and prophet in the modern church. The senior pastors, Bill and Beni 
Johnson, promote teachings that are characteristic of the NAR, such as the prosperity gospel and Christian 


dominionism. 


Bethel Church has become associated with various phenomena that are interpreted by the leadership and 
congregation as manifestations of God's presence and glory. These include the appearance of "glory clouds," 
gold dust, and "angel feathers" falling from the ceiling. However, these phenomena are not supported by 
biblical evidence, and the congregation's response of wonder, excitement, and recording the events with cell 
phones is quite different from the biblical response of fear and conviction when God's glory is manifested (see 
Isaiah 6:1-5). 

One particularly concerning practice that has emerged from Bethel is "grave soaking" or "grave sucking," 
where people lie on the graves of deceased ministry leaders, seeking to absorb their anointing or spiritual 


power. This practice has no basis in Scripture and is a form of necromancy, which is strictly forbidden in the 


Bible (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). 


Bethel Church's theology and teachings are of significant concern from a biblical perspective. They promote a 
low view of Scripture, suggesting that the Bible is either incomplete or insufficient, and that modern-day 
prophets must provide additional revelation. This is evident in their belief that people today are receiving direct 
words from God, which they consider to be on par with or even superior to the written Word of God. 

Bethel also teaches that physical healing was purchased in Christ's atonement and that it is always God's will to 
heal. They encourage believers to command God to speak things into existence and to never say "if it is Your 
will" when praying for healing. This contradicts the biblical principle that God's will is sovereign and that we 
Should pray according to His will (1 John 5:14-15). Additionally, Bill Johnson has criticized Christians who rely 
more on the Bible than on the Holy Spirit, suggesting that the early church valued the Holy Spirit more than "a 
book they didn't have." This undermines the authority and sufficiency of Scripture, which is the inspired and 
inerrant Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-1/). Bethel's teachings on prophecy, healing, and the relationship between 
the Bible and the Holy Spirit are indeed contrary to sound biblical doctrine. They present a distorted view of 


God's nature and the way He works in the lives of believers. 


The concerns about Bethel Church's teachings and practices are significant and well-founded. The apostle Paul 
warned the early church to "watch out for those who... put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the 
teaching you have learned. Keep away from them" (Romans 16:17). Bethel’s unbiblical doctrines and 
questionable phenomena are indeed obstacles that can hinder spiritual growth and lead believers astray. 
Furthermore, the Bible warns against false teachers who twist the Scriptures for their own gain (2 Peter 3:16) 
and against those who promote "qa different gospel" (Galatians 1:6-9). Bethel’s teachings on prophecy, healing, 
and the relationship between the Bible and the Holy Spirit are indeed contrary to the gospel message and the 


sound teaching of Scripture. 


In summary, Bethel Church in Redding, California, is firmly rooted in the New Apostolic Reformation movement 
and promotes teachings that are biblically unsound and concerning. Its practices and phenomena lack biblical 
Support, and its theology undermines the authority and sufficiency of Scripture. As believers, we are called to 
test all teachings against the truth of God's Word (1 [hessalonians 5:21) and to be discerning of teachings that 
lead us away from the core truths of the gospel. It is essential to approach Bethel Church's teachings and 


practices with great caution and to evaluate them through the lens of biblical truth. 
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Further Resources 
¢ Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 
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e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 
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